[Minimally invasive direct coronary artery bypass grafting using subxiphoid approach].
We report twelve cases of minimally invasive coronary artery bypass grafting via small laparotomy using right gastroepiploic artery (RGEA) to the right coronary artery. Seven patients were operated on without partial sternotomy (N group), and lower partial sternotomy with Octopus 2 stabilization system was used in five of the cases (P group). Postoperative Doppler echographic imaging or angiographic study showed all RGEA grafts were functioning well in P group. However, graft occlusion was observed in two of the cases in N group. Inferior partial sternotomy combined with Octopus 2 stabilization system produce a clear surgical view, which avoids of both full-sternotomy and cardiopulmonary bypass. This method might be useful especially for reoperation.